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Exploring the Direction of Music Contents Reconstruction in the ‘Pleasant Life’

in the 2022 Revised Elementary School Integrated Curriculum
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Abstract  The purpose of this study is to explore the direction of reconstructing music contents of the integrated
curriculum Pleasant life based on music, in order to strengthen the purpose, value, and identity of music education
in response to the changes introduced in the 2022 revised Pleasant life curriculum. First, the Pleasant life curriculum
was analyzed to identify its music-related content and characteristics. Next, the connection between the Nuri
curriculum and the music curriculum was examined. In addition, cases of music education for 1st and 2nd grades
elementary schools in Taiwan, the United States, and Japan were analyzed to derive practical implications. Based
on the results, various directions were explored for the restructuring of the music-based integrated curriculum Pleasant
life. These proposals are significant in that they encompass both the development of a music-based integrated
curriculum that can foster the sensibility and creativity of lower elementary students and the redefinition of the
educational role and identity of the Pleasant life subject.
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<Table 1> Types of music curriculum for 1st-2nd grade in elementary schools in foreign countries

Taiwan United States Japan
Type of . Integrated curriculum, .
yF) Integrated curriculum . & . Independent curriculum
curriculum independent subject
Revision 2010 2014 2019
. . * Specific music learnin,
* Combining dance, media art, P J
. . contents are presented by
. . .. music, theater, and visual e .
* Dealing with music in the . dividing into expressions,
. .. arts to present ‘national core R
Curriculum arts and humanities areas R appreciation, and common
.. ey e art standards. -
characteristics | * Integrate ‘music’, ‘art’, and . .o points
. , * Music subject is operated .
movement’. . .| *In-depth and systematic
independently by presenting . .
o R understanding of music is
music core standards .
possible.

* Provides directions for operational practices when integrated

Implications . . . . Sy
P * Specific cases of other countries operated as independent subjects could be identified
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<Table 2> Proposed improvements for the integration approach of ‘Pleasant life’

2022 ‘Pleasant life’
integrated curriculum

Identity of the ‘Pleasant life’
integrated curriculum

Proposed direction for
curriculum revision

Integration based on a
‘de-disciplinary’ approach

Integration approach that encompasses
both the play-based Nuri curriculum
and the subject-based curriculum of
grades 3-4

Transformation towards an
interdisciplinary-based integration

Competency development
focused on the present (‘Here
and Now’) and our lives

Competencies encompassing future
development potential and practical
applicability

Revised to include competencies
outlined in the general curriculum
framework and the disciplinary (music)
competencies

Play-based learning
experiences

Connection to early childhood education
(Nuri curriculum) through play-based
learning & use of various methods/skills
in elementary education

Emphasis on artistic expression &
play experiences
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<Table 2> Continued
2022 ‘Pleasant life’ Identity of the ‘Pleasant life’ Proposed direction for
integrated curriculum integrated curriculum curriculum revision
.. .. Specification of core disciplinary (music)
De-emphasizing Competency as a holistic concept .
kn | kill
technical musical skills | (Knowledge, Skills, and Attitudes) | 0" cdge (content clemenis) and skill
(expression)

F1 9l 2 BYIE ok OHE-gol)o) £ ol F Ihpel
A 5 7H o] s dhk WA, Bad HRET-SH)eIAE 71E BT
£} A HoHeE fASHEA ot - vle W] 94F F7b- Besle] A oR
A sshe WA olt. HHd, 7i9 4 HHEH<FU)olM= S| Hds MEA
AHst et X PRI E2 M2 23S Hdchs B 1Y 5
<Table 3>.

7} pke. 77 ,] by

She S9l9) oA HolHA SAL J2o BAYES At 4 o FAH o
29} Aol o] glo] g0 B E
7459 % Ik Wetd olF mefsto] delHel W) weTAo] A7Ao] ofFolA

<Table 3> Proposed direction for the content structure of the ‘Pleasant life’ curriculum

Direction Key points Goals Content structure Domains
Enhancing the Retain the | Partially revise and | Maintain the framework of
integrated Maintain the | competencies of | supplement the | “Who, where, how, and
curriculum with | existing ‘Pleasant the current | characteristics and | what” while rearticulating it
music & life’ curriculum integrated elements of music | to reflect the characteristics

visual arts curriculum & visual arts | of music & visual arts

Establish a content-based

Strengthening the | Transform into an . . :

.gt g . Present Provide music & |framework of music &
music & visual arts-integrated . . isual

. competencies | visual arts content | Visual arts

arts-based curriculum based on music suitable for | h

. . u u .

integrated encompassing . Develop a. ¢ eme‘ based .

& visual arts grades 1-2 approach integrating music

curriculum music & visual arts ;
& visual arts
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<Table 4> ‘Sample content for the ‘“Who will we become?” domain

Content elements

Knowledge & Understanding | * Sound and visual perception * Artistic sensibility
Process & Skills * playing * Expressing * Appreciating
Values & Attitudes * Emotional life * Cultural life

<Table 5> Sample content for the domain ‘How can we express ourselves through art?’

Content elements

* Cultural arts of our country

| .
Knowledge & Understanding * Cultural arts of other countries

* Engaging in cultural arts activities

Process & Skills . .
* Creating * Expressing

Values & Attitudes * Enjoying cultural arts

<Table 6> Sample content for the domain ‘Shall we enjoy playing music?’

Content elements

* Music in everyday life

| .
Knowledge & Understanding * Fundamentals of musical elements

* Singing or playing instruments

P kill
rocess & Skills * Expressing through body movement or play

* Expressing through body movement or play

I Atti
Values & Attitudes * Joy of performance
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